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Donald R Watson School of Education
University of North Carolina Wilmington

Development of Language and Literacy

EDN 584 – 001 Spring, 2001, Thursday 6:00 to 8:45
Education Building, Room 266
Dr. Barbara Honchell

Office – Education Building, Room 211


Phone: 962-3382 (work)

honchellb@uncw.edu





 392-1838 (home)

Course Description:
(Prerequisites: EDN 558 & 569 or permission of instructor; Co requisite: EDN 585). Course participants will identify literacy beliefs, learning related to literacy practices, and examine their use in the classrooms, review curriculum, and develop a perspective on literacy learning. Students will engage in reading and writing workshop events and will be expected to design and implement an action research plan and develop items for their literacy portfolio. 3 credit hours.
Program Requirement:

This is a required course in the graduate program in Language and Literacy Education at UNCW.

Relationship of the Course to the Conceptual Framework of the Language and Literacy Program:

Teacher decision making in language and literacy education are explored through in depth study of research-based “best practices”. Students complete an action research project through a teaching tryout of practice in a selected area of interest. Reflective analysis of teaching strategies, methodologies, and performance are done both individually and through peer critique. 

Course Goals:

1. Identify and explain at least two different belief systems concerning literacy development K-12 and articulate personal beliefs about literacy development in light of identified “best practice” for literacy learning. 

2. Understand how curriculum sequences and expectations, including the use and availability of technology, affect teaching and learning in an effective classroom.

3. Understand theory, pedagogical knowledge, and research supporting instructional practice and choice of materials in the areas of :
· Foundations for literacy

· Fluency of word knowledge, decoding, and spelling

· Vocabulary development

· Comprehension

· Writing

· Engaged readers

· Assessment

· Multileveled instruction

· Early intervention and remediation

4. Develop an understanding of effective classroom practices that result in classrooms in which all children learn to read and write within the framework of a comprehensive literacy plan.
Required Text:

Cunningham, P. M. & Allington, R. L. (2007). Classrooms that work: They can all read and write. Boston, MA. Pearson. 

Moustafa, M. (1997). Beyond traditional phonics: Research discoveries and reading instruction. Portsmouth, NH. Heinemann.
Class Schedule:

	Date
	Topic
	Assignment

	January 8

	Research on Effective Literacy Classrooms
	· Read Chapter 1 of CTW.
· Read Chapters 1 & 2 of BTP.

	January 15
No Class – Instructor Away
	
	

	January 22
	Enthusiastic and Independent Readers
	· Submit written response to discussion question 1.

· Read Chapter 2 of CTW.
· Read Chapter 7 of BTP.

	February 5
	Literacy Foundation

	· Submit written response to discussion question 2.

· Read Chapter 3 of CTW.
· Read Chapters 3 & 4 of BTP.

	February 12
	Fluent Decoders and Spellers

	· Submit written response to discussion question 3.

· Read Chapter 4 of CTW.
· Read Chapters 5 & 8 of BTP.

	February 19
	Building Vocabulary 

	· Submit written response to discussion question 4.

· Read Chapter 5 of CTW

	February 26
	Comprehension


	· Submit written response to discussion question 5.

· Read Chapter 6 of CTW.
· Read Chapter 6 of BTP.

	March 5
No Class – Instructor Away
	
	

	March 12
No Class – Spring Break
	
	

	March 19
Beginning this date class meets from 5:00 to 7:45
	Writing


	· Submit written response to discussion question 6.

· Read Chapter 7 of CTW.

	March 26
	Multileveled Instruction


	· Submit written response to discussion question 7.

· Read Chapter 8 of CTW.

	April 2
	Assessment

Extra Support for Some Children
	· Submit written response to discussion question 8.

· Read Chapter 9 of CTW.
· Read Chapter 10 of CTW

	April 9
No Class – Easter Holiday
	
	

	April 22
	What’s Worth Fighting For?
	· Submit written response to discussion question 9.

· Read Chapter 14 of CTW.

	April 29

No Class – Reading Day
	
	

	May 6
Exam  7:00 to 10:00
	Presentation of Action Research
	· Submit written response to discussion question 10.


General Information: 
1. Weekly reading assignments should be completed prior to the class session. 
2. Following each class write a response to the discussion question for the week. This written response is due the class session after the topic. 
3. Submit a publication ready paper of your action research project (using APA Standards according to The Owl at Purdue website) using the guidelines provided in EDN 585 and in Chapter 7 of Living the Questions: A Guide for Teacher-Researchers. 
Weekly Discussion Questions:
1. Given the characteristics of effective classrooms identified by Cunningham and Allington, what changes do you need to consider for your own classroom to work better than it has in the past?

2. The benefits of volume of reading are well documented: vocabulary, comprehensions, automatic word recognition. How might teachers increase time for self-selected reading during an already busy classroom day?

3. One of the current “buzz words” in reading is phonemic awareness. What is the contribution of phonemic awareness in the process of becoming literate?

4. The National Reading Panel supports systematic, explicit phonics instruction but found no difference in the varied kinds of systematic phonics. Group size was also not found to matter. What approach to phonics instruction do you advocate and why?

5. Multiple studies indicate that one significant issue for economically disadvantaged children is meaningful vocabulary acquisition. Why is this the case and what is the connection between SES and vocabulary?

6. Answering comprehension questions is not teaching but assessing. How can struggling readers learn to comprehend in the same way good readers do?

7. The essence of writing is thinking, thus the connection between reading and writing. What are some of the issues to consider when viewing writing as thinking?

8. Individual differences in children are what make teaching reading and writing such a challenging task. What are the challenges of teaching individuals within the context of all children reaching grade level performance?

9. Assessment is not grading or standardized testing. Assessment is collecting and analyzing data to inform instruction. In this climate of high stakes testing, how might teachers collect and use data effectively to design excellent classroom instruction that provides support for all children in the classroom?

10. Teachers must be advocates for themselves as knowledgeable educators. What would you “fight for” when administrative mandates are counter to what you consider to be meeting the needs of your students and how might you present your argument? 
Grading Procedures:

The grade for this class will be based on the successful completion of the following assignments on the due dates in the syllabus:

· Class attendance and active participation in class – 10 points
· Two page written responses to the ten discussion topics – 50 points
· Action research project – 40 points (35 points for content, 5 points for each section of the project and 5 points for the correct use of APA Standards)
Clearly there are two major components to the grade, the weekly written responses to the discussion questions and the content of the action research project. Class attendance and active participation are important as well. Articulating your thought in class discussion will assist you in the follow up writing for each class topic. The grading scale is as follows:

A 93-100

B 85-92

C 77-84

D 70-76

F below 70

Disability Statement:
If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing accommodations of any type in order to participate in this class, you must notify Disability Services (Westside Hall, 962-7555), provide the necessary documentation of the disability, and arrange for the appropriate authorized accommodations. Once these accommodations are approved, please identify yourself to the instructor in order that we can implement these accommodations.
Cell Phone Policy:
Cell phones should generally not be seen or heard in class. If you are experiencing an emergency that requires an incoming cell phone call, please advise the instructor prior to class, put the phone out on the table on vibrate mode, and leave the classroom should you receive an incoming call.

Attendance Policy:
Attending class and participating actively is an integral part of the overall learning experience. However, it is also not appropriate to attend class if you have a contagious illness. Please use good judgment regarding class attendance / class tardiness. Coming in late or leaving early or writing tutoring plans during class is not attending class in its true sense. More than two absences or tardies (or leaving class early) will have a negative impact on your grade. 

Communication:
Note that your UNCW email account is the official form of communication for the university. Monitor your university email account regularly for information or changes regarding this class. The instructor monitors email regularly for communication with students.
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